LAGRANGE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF

zaG" ange PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
ounty MEETING MINUTES
“- August 20, 2026 7:00 PM

and recreation Maple Wood Nature Center

PRESENT: John Egli, Eric Maginn, Julie Wolheter, Paul Baker
ALSO PRESENT: Mary Franke, Emily Wolfe, Karen Eagleson

MINUTES: Paul Baker moved, and Julia Wolheter seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the July 16,
2026, meeting. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

A.

Dallas Improvements

Mary Franke shared that the new playground equipment is up and usable. The pickleball nets are up,
making sure they fit the provided concrete fittings. The top color and seal coat is scheduled for
September 9, depending on weather conditions. Shade sails are ordered for installation over mulch
area between new playground equipment and pickleball courts.

Planned for ribbon cutting on Wednesday, September 30 at 6pm.

2027 Budget
Presentation at the Council Meeting on August 10 went well.

Dallas Lodge Rates Resolution
Julia Wolheter moved, and Paul Baker seconded a motion to approve Dallas Lodge rates effective now
for reservations beginning January 1, 2027. Motion carried.

Dallas — old playground

Playground is 30 years old and unable to get replacement parts. Insurance company replied that
coverage would carry on natural playgrounds. Mulch is being removed for new to be put in. Eric
Maginn moved, and Paul Baker seconded a motion to remove the old playground. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Dekalb Horsemen — Not so Spooky Trail

B.

Mary Franke brought the agreement for Board President, John Egli, to sign.

Archery Tournament Special Event forms
Backcountry Outdoors wants to host another archery tournament on Saturday, September 19. They
submitted a special events form and will rent the clubhouse. Board approved and signed.
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DIRECTORS REPORT

1. The wildflower field at David Rogers Park very popular, in person and social media sites.

2. Mary Franke shared that Events Planner, Jennifer Martin, is planning to have a hot dog stand at Corn
School. Would be stationed in front of Horizon Bank and proceeds would go towards day camp
registration fees.

3. Cabin at David Rogers Park hasn’t been removed yet.

CLAIMS:
Paul Baker moved, and Julia Wolheter seconded, a motion to approve August docket claims. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Emily Wolfe

Appointed Board Secretary/Parks Administrative Assistant
EW/ew

June reports included:
1. Event Planner Report
2. Park Ranger Report
3. Assistant Park Ranger Report
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