
LAGRANGE COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
JULY 21ST, 2026 

 
THE LAGRANGE COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON 
TUESDAY, JULY 21ST, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M.  IN THE LAGRANGE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ROOM AT THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING  
CALL TO ORDER: Nick Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
ROLL CALL: Lynn Bowen, David Herschberger, Nick Wilson and Jerry Raber. 
ADOPT AMENDED AGENDA: Lynn Bowen made a motion to approve the amended agenda. Jerry 
Raber seconded the motion. A vote was taken, motion carried. 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Jerry Raber made a motion to approve the minutes. David 
Herschberger seconded the motion. A vote was taken, motion carried.   
COMMUNICATIONS:  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENTAL VARIANCE 

(Public Hearing) 
PRESTON, DENVER L & TAMARA L~ By. Denver & Tamara Preston (26-V-26) Milford Twp., 
Sect.22, T36N R11E, zoned L-1. Located West of 5605 S 930 E., Wolcottville. A Developmental 
Variance for a rear setback of 10’ for a 24’x24’ personal use garage where 20’ is required in the L-1 
Zoning District.  

Robbie Miller introduced and reviewed the site plan for the variance with the board. 
Denver and Tamara Preston (5605 S 930 E., Wolcottville) were present as the petitioner. Denver 
spoke about buying the property six years ago and running into some issues with the highway 
department needing the cul-de-sac on the property, Denver worked with the highway engineer on 
turning templates for county vehicles.  
Nick Wilson asked if there were any in favor of the petition, there were none. 
Nick then asked if there were any against the petition, there were two. 

1. Postcard-Gratz asked about water drainage on the property. 
2. Postcard-Carper asked about water runoff to the South. 

Denver spoke on doing a drainage plan to help with any runoff. 
The public hearing was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed parking, storage and stormwater runoff, a requirement to submit the 
application to Planning & Zoning. 
A roll call vote was taken:  
 

Developmental Standard Variance 
 

1. The Approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
The proposal is to construct a new accessory structure on Petitioner’s property located in the 
L-1 zone.  The location of the proposed accessory structure is within the rear setback, but is 
located well off of the adjacent roadway and does not pose any immediate risks to the public 
and neighboring landowners.  



 
2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be 

affected in a substantially adverse manner. 
 

The proposed new accessory structure does not unreasonably interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of the neighboring properties. The newly constructed accessory structure should 
not affect the property values of neighboring landowners in any discernable way. No 
remonstrators appeared.   
 

3. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical difficulties 
in the use of the property. 
 
Given the size, layout, and topography of the existing property there does not exist sufficient 
space on the property to locate the proposed accessory structure, or any reasonably sized 
structure on the property to meet applicable setbacks.  

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, on this 21st day of July, 2026, the LaGrange County Board of Zoning 
Appeals finds the Petitioner has met its burden of proof and hereby approves the variance as requested.  
 

(Public Hearing) 
SCHROCK, MARLIN A & ERMA M~ By. MH Bontrager/Marlin Schrock  (26-V-27) Newbury 
Twp., Sect.09, T37N R08E, zoned A-2. Located at 2085 N 1000 W., Shipshewana. A Developmental 
Variance for a 12’ side setback to allow construction of a new residence utilizing an existing foundation 
where 25’ is required in the A-2 Zoning District.  

Robbie Miller introduced and reviewed the site plan for the variance with the board. 
Marlin Schrock (2085 N 1000 W., Shipshewana) was present as the petitioner. Marlin explained 
that the house is existing and would like to use the existing foundation, couldn’t move the house 
because of septic location.  
Nick Wilson asked if there were any in favor of the petition, there were none. 
Nick then asked if there were any against the petition, there were none. 
The public hearing was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed the layout, foundation and adjacent property owners.  
A roll call vote was taken:  
 

Developmental Standard Variance 
 

1. The Approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
The proposal is to construct a new residence on Petitioner’s property located in the A-2 
zone.  The proposed location of the new residence is within required side yard setback 
requirements. The proposed location would not pose any risk on the general public.   
 

2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be 
affected in a substantially adverse manner. 

 



The proposed new residence will be located on the exact same footprint and foundation as 
the home to be removed and should not unreasonably interfere with the use and enjoyment of 
the neighboring properties. The proposed structure should not affect the property values of 
neighboring landowners in any discernable way. No remonstrators appeared.   
 

3. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical difficulties 
in the use of the property. 
 
Given the size, layout and location of the existing home and foundation, Petitioner would be 
unable to rebuild a new home, utilizing the existing foundation without the variance 
requested. This would cause an extensive hardship on the Petitioner if the variance was not 
permitted.   

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, on this 21st day of July, 2026, the LaGrange County Board of Zoning 
Appeals finds the Petitioner has met its burden of proof and hereby approves the variance as requested.  
 

(Public Hearing) 
HERSEY, DANIEL W & RUTH ANN~ By. American Elegance Homes (26-V-28) Milford Twp., 
Sect. 12, T36N R11E, zoned L-1. Located at 3675 S 1185 E., LaGrange. A Developmental Variance for 
a 20' roadside setback for a detached garage where 25' is required in the L-1 Zoning District. 
 Robbie Miller introduced and reviewed the site plan for the variance with the board. 

James Jenkins (3675 S 1185 E) was present along with the petitioners. James spoke on water 
drainage and door location on the proposed.   
Nick Wilson asked if there were any in favor of the petition, there was one. 

1. Schweyer (3665 S 1185 E) approved the build from his property. 
Nick then asked if there were any against the petition, there were none. 
The public hearing was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed the connecting the two buildings, but the height difference would make it 
difficult, stormwater is a requirement to submit the Improvement location permit and floodplain 
was discussed. Owner will tile the water to the lake. 
A roll call vote was taken:  
 

Developmental Standard Variance 
 

1. The Approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
The proposal is to construct a detached garage on Petitioner’s property located in the L-1 
zone.  The location of the proposed accessory structure, while within the roadside setback, 
does not pose any immediate risks to the public nor does it obstruct the adjacent roadway.  
 

2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be 
affected in a substantially adverse manner. 

 
The proposed new accessory structure does not unreasonably interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of the neighboring properties. The newly constructed accessory structure should 



not affect the property values of neighboring landowners in any discernable way. No 
remonstrators appeared.   
 

3. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical difficulties 
in the use of the property. 
 
Given the size, layout, and topography of the existing property, there does not exist sufficient 
space on the property to locate the proposed accessory structure, or any reasonably sized 
structure on the property to meet applicable setbacks.  

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, on this 21st day of July, 2026, the LaGrange County Board of Zoning 
Appeals finds the Petitioner has met its burden of proof and hereby approves the variance as requested.  
 
LAND USE VARIANCE 

(Public Hearing) 
BERGMAN, BROCK~ By. Brock Bergman (26-LUV-08) Johnson Twp., Sect.09, T36N R10E, zoned 
S-1. Located at 2060 E 365 S., Wolcottville. A Land Use Variance to have (1) one horse in the S-1 
Zoning District.  

Robbie Miller introduced and reviewed the site plan for the variance with the board. 
Nick Wilson recused himself from consideration of this petition due to a personal conflict. 
Brock Bergman (2060 E 365 S) was present as the petitioner. Brock spoke on the horse being in 
the family for 17 years, it is a pet now and not a hobby horse. The horse has been on the property 
for less than three months. Brock and his wife were boarding 30 minutes away and the 
maintenance twice a day has become a lot for them.   
Jerry Raber asked if there were any in favor of the petition, there were none. 
Jerry then asked if there were any against the petition, there was one. 

1. Postcard-Roberts stated there was no shelter, manure pile and it was close to the well. 
Brock spoke on the zoning and did not realize the restrictions when they bought the property, 
manure is being sold, they wanted to come through the variance before bringing a shelter into the 
property.  
The public hearing was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed shelter, manure storage and removal, mud and keeping the grass maintained 
as best as possible. 
Lynn Bowen made a motion for ‘This owner only and this horse only’. David Herschberger 
seconded the motion.     
A roll call vote was taken: 
 

Land Use Variance 
 

1. The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
The proposal is to house one (1) horse on Petitioner’s property zoned S-1. Petitioner’s property, 
while zoned S-1, is located in a rural residential area that abuts an agricultural zone with primarily 
residential uses nearby. The proposed site location to house a single horse does not pose any risk to 
the public.  

 



2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be 
affected in a substantially adverse manner. 

 
The proposal to house one (1) horse should not affect neighboring landowners. The proposal should 
not interfere with the neighboring landowners’ use and enjoyment of their properties. There is 
sufficient space on the property to house one horse. One (1) remonstrator appeared with concerns 
regarding manure management and the lack of a shelter. 

 
3. The need for the variance arises from some conditions peculiar to the property involved.  

 
The location of the subject property, as it currently sits within a S-1 zone, would prevent Petitioner 
from housing a horse on his property and providing proper care to his aging pet, causing difficulties 
for the property owner who is Amish.  The property, while undersized, is adequately suited to support 
the proposed use.    

 
4. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an unnecessary 

hardship if applied to the property for which the variance is sought. 
 

Petitioner would be prohibited from housing the horse at this location without the requested variance 
thereby requiring Petitioner to locate another suitable location.    

 
5. The approval does not interfere substantially with the Comprehensive Plan 

 
The proposed use, to house a single horse as a pet, is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan.   

 
 
For all of the foregoing reasons, on this 21st day of July, 2026, the LaGrange County Board of Zoning 
Appeals finds the Petitioner has met its burden of proof and hereby approves the variance subject to the 
following conditions: this owner only; this horse only.      

 
(Public Hearing) 

WENGERD, JOSEPH M & LEETTA H;SCHROCK, AARON & MARLA ~ By. Joseph Wengerd 
(26-LUV-09) Johnson Twp., Sect.18, T36N R10E, zoned L-1. Located East of 4570 S 075 E., 
Wolcottville. A Land Use Variance for a 12’x16’ accessory structure on a lot without a primary use.  

Robbie Miller introduced and reviewed the site plan for the variance with the board. 
Joseph Wengerd (4570 S 075 E) was present as the petitioner. Joseph spoke on wanting to 
update the property and the current shed is falling apart and is unsafe.  
Nick Wilson asked if there were any in favor of the petition, there were two. 

1. Postcard - Delauter – Nice improvement. 
2. Postcard - Anderson-Nice addition to the neighborhood. 

Nick then asked if there were any against the petition, there were none. 
The public hearing was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed the size and adding gravel to level the shed out.  
A roll call vote was taken: 
 

Land Use Variance 
 



1. The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety and general welfare of the 
community. 

 
The proposal is for the construction of new shed on Petitioner’s lot zoned L-1. The variance 
requested does not interfere with neighboring properties and does not increase traffic or create 
hazardous situations to the public. The lot has ample space on the property to not affect the 
roadway or neighboring landowners.  

 
2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance will not be 

affected in a substantially adverse manner. 
 

The new construction would be aesthetically pleasing to neighboring properties and seeks to 
replace a dilapidated shed currently on the property. The proposed lot and the location of the 
proposed shed allows sufficient space for a residence to be constructed at a later date.  The 
proposed shed does not unreasonably encroach on neighboring landowners. The proposal meets 
all setback requirements. No remonstrators appeared.  

 
3. The need for the variance arises from some condition peculiar to the property involved 

 
The geographical location of the property, as it currently sits in a L-1 zone, would prevent the 
Petitioner from constructing a new shed on the lot without building a primary residence on the 
property or the variance requested.  

 
4. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an unnecessary 

hardship if applied to the property for which the variance is sought. 
 

Strict application would prevent Petitioner from replacing the dilapidated shed existing on the 
property as proposed and preventing the continued use of the property for recreational purposes. 

 
5. The approval does not interfere substantially with the Comprehensive Plan 

 
The proposed variance and the proposed new shed, as requested by the Petitioner, is not in 
conflict with the comprehensive plan.  

 
For all of the foregoing reasons, on this 21st day of July, 2026, the LaGrange County Board of Zoning 
Appeals finds the Petitioner has met its burden of proof and hereby approves the variance as requested.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
ADJOURNMENT: Jerry Raber made a motion to adjourn, David Herschberger seconded the motion. A 
vote was taken, motion carried, and meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  
 
 
 
LAGRANGE COUNTY, INDIANA 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE STATEMENT 
The County of LaGrange does not illegally discriminate because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability, or age with regards to admission, participation, or treatment in its facilities, programs, 
activities, or services, as required by Title III and Title VI of the American Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, and their related statutes, regulations, and directives.  The County has established an Anti-Discrimination Compliance Division to ensure compliance with these laws.  If you would 
like more information concerning the provisions of these laws and about the rights provided thereby, or if you have a suggestion on how the County can better meet the needs of persons protected thereby, 
please contact the Division at 300 E. Factory St., LaGrange, IN 46761 or by telephone at (260)499-6352. 
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BY: _____________________________________________ 

Nick Wilson, President 
 
 
BY: _____________________________________________ 
 Jerry Raber, Vice President 
 
 
BY: _____________________________________________ 
 David Herschberger, Member 
 
 
BY:  ____________________________________________ 
 Lynn Bowen, Member  
 
 
BY: _____________________________________________ 
 Tyler Young, Member 
 
 
BY: _____________________________________________ 

Alternate Member 


