LaGrange County Drainage Board Minutes
  Commissioner’s Room – 1st Floor County Office Building                          

A regular session of the LaGrange County Drainage Board was called to order by Kevin Myers at 8:30 A.M. on Wednesday, August 5th, 2026.

Those Present Were:
Kevin Myers, Commissioner; Terry Martin, Commissioner; Peter Cook, Commissioner; Zachary Holsinger, County Surveyor; Katherine Binkley, Secretary; Cory Stewart, Deputy Surveyor; Tony Manns, County Attorney; Robbie Miller, Zoning Administrator; Amza Nemire, Congruex Representative; Matt Meersman, St. Joe River City Basin; Scott Zeigler, Hand to the Plow Surveying; Daniel Bontrager, Landowner; Ron Mishler; Betty Schwartz, Landowner/Mirror Lake Petitioners Representative; Scott Gunder, Brightspeed Representative; Pat Wiltshire, Landowner; Zac Stoltzfus, Landowner

Agenda:
Cook moved to accept the agenda with flexibility.  Martin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Minutes:
Martin motioned to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.  Cook seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

[bookmark: _Hlk211506949]New Business:
Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Zac Stoltzfus.  Holsinger stated that Stoltzfus would like to place a driveway on his property for a potential new home.  The driveway would need to cross the Fetch Tile #62, which would need to be redone within the boundaries of the Stoltzfus property, to allow the driveway to safely cross the tile.  Zac Stoltzfus was present for questions.  Holsinger proposed to split the cost for the tile work, with eighty percent covered by the Surveyor’s Office and twenty percent covered by the landowner.  The Board discussed.  Martin made a motion to approve the application for the driveway, as well as for the Surveyor’s Office to pay eighty percent of the cost to redo the tile and for the landowner to pay twenty percent.  Cook seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Hand to the Plow Surveying and William and Daniel Bontrager.  Holsinger stated that the applicants would like to place a fence and a limestone driveway within the Rowe Eden #39 ROW for their palette refurbishing business.  Holsinger requested more details from Zeigler regarding the distances from the ditch to the shed corner, the fence, and the driveway.  Scott Zeigler was present for questions.  The Board discussed.  Cook made a motion to approve the application for a driveway with no more than five hundred eighty-five square feet, and for both the fence and driveway to encroach no more than fifteen feet into the right-of-way.  Martin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:
Holsinger gave an update on the Barr Tile #77 project. Three bids have been sent out but have not been answered yet. The project will be revisited in the September meeting.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Sigma Technologies/Brightspeed.  Holsinger stated that due to the urgency and nature of the work on the Francis #9, he and Benjamin Taylor, the previous Drainage Board President who actively held the role at the time of issuing the emergency permit, had already issued an emergency approval of the application.  The Board discussed.  Martin made a motion to formally approve the application.  Cook seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Holsinger presented four applications to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Brightspeed/Congruex on the Francis #9, the Hane/Storey #197, the Turkey Creek #219, and the Belden Sadler #140 to place and bore conduit.  Amza Nemire, representative for Congruex, and Scott Gunder, representative for Brightspeed, were present for questions.  The Board discussed.  Cook made a motion to approve all four applications, with the restriction that Congruex/Brightspeed contact the Surveyor’s Office when they begin work on the Hane/Storey #197 and the Belden Sadler #140, and for the work done on the Belden Sadler #140 to take place on the north or south side of the road at the Surveyor’s discretion.  Martin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Other Business:  
Holsinger presented a petition for Mirror Lake of Shipshewana.  Betty Schwartz, a landowner on the pond, was present as a representative for the landowners who live on the pond.  They are requesting that the pond be lowered, as the water levels, following heavy rains, rose above the seawalls.  The Board discussed.  Martin made a motion to augment the control structure to lower the pond level by 8-10 inches.  Cook seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Stewart presented the drain classification for the Board’s consideration as a project that will be ongoing in the future.  Topics to consider will be the classification of urban drains, vacation of drains, and more. 

Holsinger presented a status update on the negotiations with INDOT on the crossing of State Road 3 across the Francis #9.  The process to negotiate and seek bid proposals has taken time.  Holsinger stated that he should have numbers to present at the September meeting. 

Holsinger presented an update on the Yeager #134. The project required a jack-and-bore, which went well despite difficult ground and water conditions. 

Holsinger presented an issue raised by Sheldon Barroquillo.  Barroquillo has paid several times to have a highway culvert near his property cleaned out, but the culvert continues to be problematic.  Holsinger stated that he considers the drain, although officially an unregulated/unnamed tributary to the Royer #15, a mutual drain, as is supported by the Drainage Code.  The Board discussed.  Martin would like Tharon Morgan, Highway Engineer, to consider the project.  The discussion will be revisited at the upcoming staff meeting on August 12th. 

Holsinger presented a request by Binkley to receive an official document detailing meeting and public hearing procedures, according to the Drainage Board code.  Mann to provide the procedures to the Surveyor’s Office. 

Next meeting date is Wednesday, September 9th at 8:30 AM.

Adjourn:

Cook motioned to close the drainage board meeting for Wednesday, August 5th, 2026, at 9:22 A.M.  Martin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
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