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For Butterfly Enthusiasts
of Indiana, Michigan, Ohio

Tips for collecting Milkweed seeds By Leslie Arnold

As | look out my window, | see the Common Milkweed in my landscaping has leaves and seed pods that are starting to
change from green to yellow. As fall approaches, it is a great time to create a plan for harvesting seeds. | found an
article by Justin Wheeler, Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, that contains some helpful advice for success-
ful collection. | thought | would share the highlights here, as well as a link to the full article. Cheers, Leslie

According to the Xerces Society, successful (and easy) collection of Milkweed seeds is all about timing. Here are some
clues to look for to select the right moment and right pod.

1. Look for Milkweed bugs. If a pod is covered in them, avoid that pod.

2. Do agentle pry test on the pod’s seam. If the pod does not open easily, the seeds inside are not yet mature.

The Missouri Botanical Garden describes the Large Milkweed bug as easily recognized by the electric orange and

black coloring. The bugs feed on seeds by piercing the pod. The Botanical Garden lists them more as an annoyance
than threat to the plant though because they cause minimal damage and are usual around for a short period of time.
However, if management is required, the easiest thing to do is remove them by hand.

Left photo above: Large Milkweed Bugs, courtesy of Missouri Botanical Garden

Right photo above: Monarch, courtesy of Lisa Conrad, Auburn, IN 8/2026



Milkweed cont’d.

Once you find a pod that is not covered in Milkweed bugs and opens easily...
1. Remove the central rib of seeds and floss all as one unit.

2. Pinch the top of the seed cluster with one hand, and gently run your other hand down along the seeds. They
should fall off with ease. The seeds will have a leathery feel to them.

3. Discard the white floss back to nature.

If you have been watching a pod for the peak moment but you’re afraid you’ll miss it, you can gently tie a ribbon or
other kind of tie around the pod to allow it to split open but not release the seeds inside.

If you are not bothered by the full fluff of an opened pod, you can also place a fine mesh bag, women’s stockings, or a
similar breathable material over the pods. Then you can come back and collect the seeds when your time allows with-
out the worry of losing them. Do not use a plastic bag because moisture will build up in the bag.

If you are collecting milkweed seeds from pods that are already opened, here is a tip for speedy separation.

1. Collect the seeds and fluff into a paper bag. Add a few small coins into the bag and give it some good shakes. This
will help to separate the fluffy stuff from the seeds.

Remember you want the seeds that are a nice rich brown color. | like to think of them as similar to coffee beans.

Since most Milkweed species need their seeds to go through a period of cold weather to properly germinate, the
easiest and most ideal time to sow Milkweed seeds is in the fall. This season mirrors the timing of nature. If you are
interested in storing Milkweed seeds until early spring, | strongly encourage you to look up how to reproduce the
conditions of cold stratification in your refrigerator.

Photo above: Milkweed pods, courtesy of Melody Mickelson, Birds & Blooms



Milkweed cont’d.
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| Spy Butterflies

Right: Common Buckeye

Credit: Mary Durand

LaGrange Co., IN

8/21/2026

Also reported: Hackberry Emperor,
Viceroy, Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, Black
Swallowtail, Pearl Crescent




| Spy Butterflies

Left: Long-tailed Skipper
Credit: Dawn Pietrykowski
Wood Co., OH
7/19,25,26/2026

Right: Pearl Crescent

Credit: Carole Mitchell

Goshen, IN

8/30/2026

Also reported: Black Swallowtail,
Northern Pearly-eye

Left: Red-spotted Purple

Credit: Lisa Conrad

Auburn, IN

8/2026

Also reported: Peck’s Skipper, Eastern
Tiger Swallowtail, Red Admiral, Painted

Lady, Monarch




| Spy Butterflies

Left: Painted Lady
Credit: John Brittenham
Nasby Fen, IN

8/2026

Right: Silver-spotted Skipper

Credit: Russ Voorhees

Eagle Marsh, Fort Wayne, IN

8/2026

Also reported: Least Skipper, Wild Indigo
Duskywing, Pearl Crescent

Left: Striped Hairstreak
Credit: Ronda Spink
Upper Peninsula, Ml
Summer 2026



Community Calendar

Contact the event host prior to traveling
to make sure it’s not cancelled.

Sunday, September 13

1:00 - 3:00pm

Guided Butterfly Walks

Kalamazoo Nature Center, Emma Pitcher Prairie

Join Staff for a guided walk around the prairie. Observe butterfly
species up close and learn about what makes each species special.
Meets at the KNC Camp Parking Lot.

Fees apply. Visit https://naturecenter.org/visit/calendar/ for the
link to register.

Sunday, September 20

11:00am - 3:00pm

Monarch Festival

Eagle Marsh Nature Preserve Barn

6801 Engle Road, Fort Wayne, IN

Family-friendly event with live Monarch displays, butterfly tagging
opportunities, educational presentations, plant giveaways.

Adults $3.00; Kids and LRWP members FREE. Call 260-478-2515 to
volunteer or to ask questions.

(No endorsement or discrimination of specific events or vendors
on this community calendar is intended or implied.)

If you'd like your event information to be
in October’s newsletter, please turn it in
by Sept. 27. Local sightings are my
favorite part of the newsletter, so
please report what you're seeing. Don't
be shy! Photos are great!

Above: Hackberry Emperor
Credit: Mary Durand
LaGrange Co., IN
8/19/2026

If you have extra Milkweed seeds, you can donate your
cleaned seeds to the Save Our Monarchs Foundation.
They will be redistributed for planting. You must provide
the species, location origin, and date on your package.

Mail your seeds to:

Save Our Monarchs Foundation
PO Box 390135
Minneapolis, MN 55439

To subscribe and submit, contact:
Leslie A. Arnold, Volunteer Naturalist

leslie@forestteacher.org

260-854-2225 LaGrange
0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, IN, County
Parks

46795

and recreation




