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Let’s meet Ella Stroh By Leslie Arnold

| am delighted to introduce you to (or reacquaint you with) Ella Stroh, Partner Biologist in Indiana for the non-profit
Pollinator Partnership. This organization was integral in the success of the Indiana pollinator license plate. Lisa Conrad
informed me that as of May, Indiana has sold over 1500 pollinator plates! | am excited to share Pollinator
Partnership’s education and conservation efforts as well as highlight their hard working staff. | had the fun opportunity
to email interview Ella last month to learn more about her and her career. Thank you, Ella, for sharing your thoughts
with us! - Leslie Arnold

1. Can you tell us about your job and the kind of work you do that really excites you?

“My name is Ella Stroh and | am a Partner Biologist in
Indiana for the non-profit Pollinator Partnership! In
this role, | work with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) to help farmers plan and
implement conservation measures on their land that
help them reach their production and land steward-
ship goals. We call this support ‘technical assistance’
or ‘TA’.  mostly work with small-scale and specialty
crop producers who want to plant habitat for
pollinators. Aside from helping farmers understand
what to plant, where, and how to do it (TA), one of
the main aspects of my job is providing information
about financial incentive programs through the Farm

Programs like the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship
Program (csp) are great options that offer financial
support to help farmers implement pollinator habitat
and other pollinator-friendly practices (cover crops, hedgerows, etc.) on working lands. One of my favorite
parts of my job is getting out on farms and seeing folks get excited about pollinator conservation.”

“There are a lot of great programs and resources out there, whether you are a producer, a homeowner, or
just someone interested in pollinators! Our website, pollinator.org, is a great starting point for getting
involved with pollinator conservation. If you are a producer who would like to learn more about technical
assistance opportunities, please reach out to me at estroh@pollinator.org.”



Ella cont’d.

2. Do you have any suggestions for people trying to attract more bees and butterflies to their home
gardens?

“Many of Indiana's bees and butterflies rely on native plants to provide the resources that they need to
survive (e.g. nectar, pollen, nesting/egg laying locations). Incorporating a diversity of native flowering and
host plants in your garden is a great way to support pollinators. We recommend selecting native plants that
bloom at different times throughout the year, so that pollinators have consistent access to pollen and
nectar. A good rule of thumb is to have a minimum of nine native plant species, with three that bloom in
each of the three growing seasons (spring, summer, and fall). Adding native trees and shrubs is another
great way to increase the value of habitat for pollinators.”

“Folks can check out Pollinator Partnership’s comprehensive Ecoregional Planting Guides for specific native
plant recommendations that are tailored to their region. We also have short-form garden recipe and host
plant cards that are a great quick-reference guide to selecting plants if you don’t have much time for
research. Always be sure that the species you are planting are well-suited for the sun and soil conditions of
your planting site.”

3. What are the top concerns our pollinators in Indiana are facing? How can volunteers get involved to
help?

“There are many challenges that pollinators face in our landscape. Some of the common ones include loss of
native habitat, exposure to pesticides, disease and parasites, and pressures from climate change and
invasive species. Oftentimes, these factors work together to make areas of our landscape difficult for
pollinators to thrive in. One of the best things that we can do to combat these pressures is to plant high-
quality habitat for pollinators using native plants and protect or enhance the quality of existing natural
spaces.”

“On an individual level, landowners can remove harmful plants from their property, replace them with
native species, leave some leaves, and consider adopting an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach
for managing yards and gardens. Remember, butterflies come from caterpillars, and caterpillars eat leaves.
When creating habitat to support wildlife is your goal, munched leaves on those plants are a badge of honor;
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some plant damage can actually be a good thing

“There are also opportunities to get involved with conservation at a community level. For example, many
municipalities have volunteer days for invasive species removal through their local soil and water
conservation districts or similar organizations. Removing invasive species is a great way to improve our local
ecosystems that support pollinators and other wildlife.”



Ella cont’d.

“For producers, there are assistance options through the Farm Bill that provide free technical assistance and
financial support for the adoption of conservation activities, like planting pollinator habitat on working lands.
Pollinator Partnership is currently partnering with the USDA to conduct a survey of Midwestern producers’
experiences with Farm Bill Programs like the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). This survey will provide
insight into how the program can be improved to provide better value to Midwestern producers and the
landscapes they manage. All producers, regardless of whether they’ve participated in CRP before, are
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encouraged to take the survey and have their voices heard on this important topic

4. Do you have a favorite pollinator? Why is that one your favorite?

“| get excited about any and all pollinators!
However, one of my personal favorite
pollinators is the brown-belted bumble bee
(Bombus griseocollis). These bumble bees can
be identified by their brown “belt” (or stripe)
across their abdomen. These are one of the
most common species of bumble bees in
Indiana, and they can be found on many
different types of flowers throughout the
summer. | love them because they are
particularly good at pollinating my tomato

plants.”

Brown-belted bumble bee - Photo credit Amber Barnes

5. Do you have a favorite native plant that attracts pollinators? Why is that one your favorite?

“There are so many great native plants
that | find it impossible to choose just
one! That said, it is hard to go wrong
with any plant from the aster family
(Asteraceae). Many pollinators love
flowers in this family, and some species
even specialize on them — meaning those
are the only flowers that they will visit.
Some of the most commonly used plants
in this family include purple coneflower
(Echinacea purpurea), goldenrod
(Solidago spp.), and asters like New
England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-

angliae).” Monarch on New England aster - Photo credit Amber Barnes



Caterpillar Roadshow Podcast

My husband’s phone listens to me, to us. Recently, in his news feed, was a story about a young Japanese boy
and his butterfly research. | listened to the Podcast, and even though it took place in 2025, | just had to share
it with all of you. This is a feel-good, mushy, heart-warming Podcast that had me smiling and nearly crying.
To try to lure you in, | will share that Jo Nagai, a 10-year old “bug scientist,” wanted to learn if his butterflies
remembered him from when he raised them as caterpillars. He reached out to Dr. Martha Weiss,
Georgetown Entomologist, and an incredible pen-pal relationship pursued for years as the experiment un-
folded. At the surface level, the Podcast discusses the method and result of Jo’s experiment, but it also asks
us to dig deeper and examine the concepts of ethnogenesis, anthropomorphism, and inter-species empathy.

| simply Googled Georgetown University and Jo Nagai and it popped right up, but here is the exact website. If

you scroll to the bottom of the page, you can click to listen. | won’t spoil the results!

https://biology.georgetown.edu/news-story/new-podcast-features-georgetown-entomologists-collaboration
-with-precociousjapanese-butterfly-researcher/

| Spy Butterflies

Right: Funereal Duskywing

Credit: Ronda Spink

Chipman Preserve (SWMLC Preserve), Ml
6/27/2026

| absolutely love the excitement in Ronda’s email, sharing her photos: “On June 27 while walking at Chipman Preserve
(SWMLC Preserve) | spotted a Duskywing out on the powerline. | get Wild Indigo Duskywings there but | haven't seen
one since this spring. Juvenal's are done flying and we don't see Horace's on this side of the state. | suspected it was
something good. It was patrolling back and forth, up and down, and around. | NEVER thought it would stop. | saw
white along the hindwing edge so | had my thought as to what it was. | waited, and waited, and waited until it landed
long enough for me to photograph it. It was a Funereal Duskywing just as | thought. This is a Kalamazoo county record
and the second one | have seen in Michigan. | suspect | saw two different individuals that day but the other one
WOULD NOT stop and then | lost it. It was clear at the other end of the powerline. “ Very cool, Rondal



| Spy More Butterflies

Right: Mitchell’s Satyr
Credit: Lindsey Kunkel

Southern Ml
7/14/2026

Above: American Snout
Right: Harvester

Credit: John Michael Durback
Chain O’ Lakes State Park, IN
6/29 & 6/30/2026



Community Calendar

Contact the event host prior to traveling
to make sure it’s not cancelled.

Saturday, August 15
10:00am - 1:00pm
Monarch Mania
Chain O’ Lakes State Park, Albion, IN
Join Park Staff at the Sunny Shelter for crafts and educational
programs. At 12:00pm, there will be a tagging and release

demonstration. Gate Admission may apply. Call 260-636-2654 for
full schedule of programs.
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Kalamazoo Nature Center

Sunday, August 16
1:00 - 3:00pm

Guided Butterfly Walks
Kalamazoo Nature Center, Emma Pitcher Prairie

Join Staff for a guided walk around the prairie. Observe butterfly
species up close and learn about what makes each species special.

Fees apply. Visit https://naturecenter.org/visit/calendar/ for the
link to register.

Thursday, August 27

9:00 - 10:30pm

Creatures of the Night: Moth Rave
Elkhart County Parks, Corson Riverwoods
12773 CR 12, Middlebury, IN 46540

Join Professor of Entomology, Andy Ammons, to discover moths.
Learn about their nocturnal lives and beautiful colors. Wear hiking
shoes, breathable layers, flashlight. This program is weather
dependent. Free; recommended for ages 12 and older.

(No endorsement or discrimination of specific events or vendors
on this community calendar is intended or implied.)

Above: Red Admiral
Below: Monarch
Credit: Lisa Conrad
Dekalb County, IN
7/6 & 7/7/2026

If you'd like your event information to be
in September’s newsletter, please turn it
in by Aug. 28. Local sightings are my
favorite part of the newsletter, so
please report what you're seeing. Don't
be shy! Photos are great!

To subscribe and submit, contact:

Leslie A. Arnold, Volunteer Naturalist

leslie@forestteacher.org
260-854-2225

0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, IN,
46795
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and recreation




