JULY 6, 2026 REGULAR SESSION

The LaGrange County Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, July 6, 2026, in their meeting
room, County Office Building, 114 W. Michigan Street, LaGrange, Indiana, 46761, at 8:30 a.m., with the
following present: Commissioners, Mr. Terry A. Martin, Mr. Peter A. Cook and Mr. Kevin R. Myers; and
LaGrange County Auditor, Kathryn Hopper. Mr. Terry Martin, President, called the meeting to order and led in
saying the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Mr. Kevin Myers made a motion to adopt the proposed agenda with
flexibility. Mr. Peter Cook seconded the motion and upon roll call vote it carried unanimously.

ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFORMATION OF THE LAGRANGE COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
Mr. Kurt Bachman, County Attorney, presented the following Ordinance for consideration:

LAGRANGE COUNTY, INDIANA
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-07-06 A

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REFORMATION OF THE LAGRANGE COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF LAGRANGE

WHEREAS, pursuant to Indiana Code (“IC”) 36-9-27-4, the LaGrange County Drainage Board (“Board”) has been
established, which acts in the name of the County;

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 36-9-27-15, each regulated drain in the County is under the jurisdiction of the Board,
except as otherwise provided by the Indiana Code;

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 36-2-2-2, the Board of Commissioners of the County of LaGrange (“Commissioners™) is
the executive of LaGrange County, Indiana (“County”);

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 36-9-27-5(a), at the option of the Commissioners, the Board consists of either the
County executive or various persons composed mostly of freeholders plus a member of the Commissioners (“Citizen
Drainage Board™);

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC 36-9-27-5(b), a Citizen Drainage Board member serves at the pleasure of the
Commissioners as long as the Commissioners retain all of the same members who served on the Commissioners when the
individual was appointed;

WHEREAS, the Board was previously composed of the Commissioners for decades;

WHEREAS, on October 19, 2020, the Commissioners adopted Ordinance 2020-10-19-F, which provided that, as of
January 1, 2021, the Board would be a Citizen Drainage Board,;

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Commissioners that the Citizen Drainage Board has expressed
interest in adopting new policies that would result in a quasi-County-wide drainage assessment, which the Commissioners
desire to avoid;

WHEREAS, in Vesenmeir v. City of Aurora (1953), the Indiana Supreme Court held that “as a general rule, a
municipality which has been given the power to enact ordinances has, as a necessary incident thereto and without any express
authorization in the statute, the power to modify or repeal such ordinances unless the power so to do is restricted in the law
conferring it”; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners now desire to repeal Ordinance 2020-10-19-F and reconstitute the Board as the
County executive.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF LAGRANGE, INDIANA, THAT:
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SECTION I — NAME
The name of this ordinance is the “Drainage Board Reformation Ordinance.”

SECTION II — RECITALS
The foregoing recitals, including all defined terms, are hereby incorporated into this ordinance and found to be true,

accurate, and correct.

A.

B.

SECTION III - DRAINAGE BOARD COMPOSITION
Default. In accordance with IC 36-9-27-5, the Board shall consist of the Commissioners.

Surveyor. The County Surveyor shall also serve ex officio as a non-voting, non-officer member of the Board. The
Surveyor shall not have the power to break tie votes of the Board except as expressly permitted by applicable law.

Abolition. The Citizen Drainage Board is hereby abolished.

SECTION IV — USE OF COUNTY PERSONNEL AND PROPERTY
Meetings. Except as the Board otherwise determines, regular Board meetings shall take place in the
Commissioners’ room at a suitable time that is not in conflict with the regular meetings of the Commissioners or
County Council.

Resources. The Board may use County personnel, personal property, systems, and accounts on a reasonable basis.

County Attorney. The Board may use the services of the County Attorney to represent and advise the Board to the
extent the County Attorney accepts.

SECTION V — DELEGATION AND SCOPE OF AUTHORITY
Delegation. The Commissioners, pursuant to powers received under IC 36-7-2-6, IC 36-8-2-4, IC 8-1-26, IC 36-2-
2-23, general Home Rule powers, and other applicable law, hereby delegate to the Board all power and authority
necessary and proper to:

1. create and/or augment the Board’s existing powers under IC 36-9-27-33 and 36-2-2-23 to create and administer
a permitting process with respect to the encroachment of permanent structures, trees, shrubs, and woody
vegetation onto the drainage right-of-ways under the Board’s jurisdiction.

2. regulate any activity that exposes the waters that channel through the regulated drains under the Board’s
jurisdiction to harmful contamination including, but not limited to, the grazing and crossing of livestock over
such drains or alterations of land; and

3. perform all operator duties with respect to drainage tile owned or operated by the County.

Scope. The powers delegated in this section include the power to create, modify, and process permit applications; to
consider, issue, administer, and revoke permits; to set permit terms and conditions; to set, adjust, and collect permit
fees; to require permit bonds; and, to inspect anything arising out of or relating to the permits.

County Real Property. Notwithstanding anything in this section to the contrary, and in accordance with IC 36-9-27-
3, the Board shall have no power or authority to:

1. regulate or contract services for any drain located on'land owned by the County in fee;

2. regulate or contract services for any highway, bridge, and culvert that is being maintained or repaired from the
motor vehicle highway fund; or

3. perform operator duties under IC 8-1-26 with respect to drainage tile owned by the County;

such powers to be retained by the Commissioners in their primary capacity outside of drainage law.
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SECTION VI - REPEAL OF PRIOR LAW
A. Repeal. Ordinance 2020-10-19-F, which was adopted on October 19, 2020, is hereby repealed in its entirety. All
other provisions of County codes, ordinances, and resolutions previously adopted, are hereby repealed to the extent
that they are inconsistent with or in conflict with this ordinance but only to that extent. The full repeal of the
Drainage Board Permit Administration Ordinance or of the Drainage Board Permit Enforcement Ordinance is not
hereby intended.

B. Ratification. Pursuant to IC 36-1-4-16, all disinterested actions previously taken by the Citizen Drainage Board
prior to the adoption of this ordinance are hereby ratified, confirmed, and approved in their entirety to the extent that
the actions otherwise conform to applicable law; provided, however, that any agenda notice for any upcoming
meeting of the Citizen Drainage Board is specifically excluded.

C. Continuance. .
1. To the extent that the provisions contained in this ordinance substantially restate the provisions of any prior
ordinance, the provisions shall not be deemed a new enactment of the original provisions but rather to be the
continuation of the original provisions.

2. The express or implied repeal or amendment by this ordinance of any other ordinance or part thereof does not
affect any rights or liabilities accrued, penalties incurred, authorizations granted, or proceedings begun prior to
the effective date of this ordinance. Those rights, liabilities, authorizations, and proceedings are continued, and
penalties shall be imposed and enforced under the repealed or amended ordinance as if this ordinance had not
been adopted.

3. All rules and regulations adopted under any continued version of this ordinance shall remain in full force and
effect except as specifically provided otherwise.

D. Revival Prohibited. The express or implied repeal or amendment by this ordinance of any other ordinance or
resolution or part thereof shall not be construed to revive any former ordinance, resolution, section, clause, or
provision.

E. Per Diem. The County’s Wage and Salary Ordinance is hereby amended such that any reference for a payment of a
per diem or similar compensation to any “special member” or “citizen member” shall instead be construed as a
reference to a member of the Board.

SECTION VII - MISCELLANEOUS
A. References.

1. Except where a specific version or edition is given, reference to another section of this ordinance or to another
law, document, fund, department, board, program, public servant, or public office, shall extend and apply to the
same, as may be subsequently amended, revised, recodified, renamed, reappointed, or renumbered from time to
time.

2. Reference in this ordinance to a law, document, fund, department, board, program, public servant, or public
office, either generally or by title, without reference to another jurisdiction, shall be construed as though it were
preceded or followed, as appropriate, by the words “(of) LaGrange County (Indiana).”

3. Should a provision of this ordinance require any action to be performed which, by law, an agent or deputy may
do instead of the principal, the requirement is satisfied by the performance of the action by the authorized agent
or deputy.



JULY 6, 2026 REGULAR SESSION

B. Claims Barred. This ordinance is intended only to improve the internal management of the County.
Notwithstanding anything in this ordinance to the contrary, nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to: (i) create
any new legal duty, right, benefit, or guarantee, whether substantive or procedural, enforceable against the County;
nor, (ii) waive or diminish any existing right, protection, immunity, defense, or limitation on liability that may apply
to the County or any of its elected or appointed officials, employees, agents, or representatives under any law or
regulation.

C. Conflicts. No part of this ordinance shall be construed to conflict with any applicable local, state, or federal law,
and all reasonable efforts should be made to harmonize the same.

D. Severability. Should any section or part thereof of this ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to
be invalid, the decision shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, nor any other portion thereof, and
for this purpose the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.

E. Promulgation. The Auditor is hereby authorized, empowered, and directed to take all action necessary or proper to
authenticate, record, publish, promulgate, and/or otherwise make this ordinance effective.

F. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the Ordinance. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to waive the requirement for second reading. Mr. Kevin Myers
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to have the County Auditor post the agenda for the Drainage Board meeting to be
held on July 8, 2026. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL AND TRANSFER OF REAL ESTATE BY THE COUNTY PURSUANT TO L.C. § 6-1.1-25-9
Mr. Kurt Bachman, County Attorney, presented the following Resolution for consideration:

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-07-06 B

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF
LAGRANGE, INDIANA, AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL AND TRANSFER OF REAL ESTATE BY
THE COUNTY PURSUANT TOI.C. § 6-1.1-25-9

WHEREAS, the County of LaGrange, Indiana (the “County”) owns certain real estate more commonly known as
320 E. Howe, Indiana 46761 and taxed as Parcel No. 44-02-22-100-023.000-009, and more particularly described and/or
depicted on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein (the “Real Estate™); and

WHEREAS, the County acquired title to the Real Estate under IC §6-1.1-24, and a certain Tax Deed dated June 5,
2025, and recorded on June 6, 2025, in the LaGrange County Recorder’s Office as Document No. 202502643; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC §6-1.1-25-9(a) and (e), the LaGrange County Commissioners (the “Board”), as the
executive of the County, may dispose of the Real Estate by transferring title to the Real Estate to the LaGrange County
Redevelopment Commission (the “Commission™) at no cost to the Commission for sale, grant, or other disposition under IC
§36-7-14-22.5; and '

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC § 36-7-14-22.5(¢), and subject to the prior approval of the Board, the Commission may
sell, exchange, transfer, grant, donate, or otherwise dispose of the Real Estate in accordance with IC §36-7-14-22.7; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to IC §36-7-14-22.7, the Commission: (i) shall have the Real Estate appraised by two 2)
appraisers who shall make a joint appraisal of the Real Estate, and (ii) may negotiate a sale or transfer, and dispose of, the
Real Estate at a value that is not less than the appraised value determined by the joint appraisal; and
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WHEREAS, the disposal of the Real Estate under IC §36-7-14-22.7 is subject to the approval of the Commission,
and the Commission may not approve the disposal of the Real Estate without conducting a public hearing after giving notice
under IC §5-3-1; and

WHEREAS, after considering this matter, the Board finds that the disposal and transfer of the Real Estate to the
Commission for disposal by the Commission in the manner provided by IC §36-7-14-22.7 is in the best interest of the
County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF LAGRANGE, INDIANA, THAT:

1. That the Board hereby confirms, ratifies, and approves the disposal and transfer of the Real Estate by the County to the
Commission pursuant to IC §6-1.1-25-9(a) and (¢). Pursuant to IC §36-7-14-22.5(¢), the Board hereby confirms, ratifies,
and approves of the sale, transfer, and disposal of the Real Estate by the Commission in accordance with Indiana Code §
36-7-14-22.7. The Commission shall provide the Board at a public meeting all the information supporting the action the
Commission purposes to take to sell, transfer, and dispose of the Real Estate, including any terms and conditions to
which the Commission would have to agree to carry out the action.

2. That the President of the Board and the Auditor of the County be, and they hereby are, authorized and empowered to
execute and deliver all deeds, sales disclosures, closing statements, and affidavits, as in either of their judgment might
deem best and as may be desired or required of the County in connection with the disposition of the Real Estate to the
Commission.

3. That the execution by the President of the Board and the Auditor of the County of any document authorized by the
foregoing Resolution, or any document executed by either of them in the accomplishment of any action or actions so
authorized, is the enforceable and binding act and obligation of the County.

4. No part of this Resolution shall be interpreted to conflict with any local, state or federal laws, and all reasonable efforts
should be made to harmonize same. Should any section or part thereof of this Resolution be declared by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the Resolution as a whole, or any other
portion thereof other than that portion so declared to be invalid, and for this purpose the provisions of this Resolution are
hereby declared to be severable.

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of the County of LaGrange, Indiana, on the
6% day of July, 2026.

Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the Resolution. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER AGREEMENT

Mr. Kurt Bachman, County Attorney, presented an Interlocal Agreement between the LaGrange County Board of
Commissioners and the Lakeland School Corporation to allow the School Corporation to utilize two Sheriff’s
Office Deputies to serve as School Resource Officers. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the agreement
and to authorize the Commissioners to sign the agreement. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.

LAGRANGE COUNTY HIGHWAY FACILITY - AGREEMENT WITH DLZ INDIANA, LLC

Mr. Kurt Bachman, County Attorney, explained that he is working on an agreement with DLZ Indiana, LLC for
the design, bid, and construction management services for the LaGrange County Highway facility project. The
amount of the agreement is $1,346.500, but could change. ~ Mr. Peter Cook made amotion to move forward with
the agreement and to authorize the Commissioners to sign the agreement outside of a public meeting. Mr. Kevin
Myers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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BRIDGE INSPECTION REPORT

Mrs. Tharon Morgan, County Engineer, presented the Bridge Inspection Report for the 2026 Bridges that DLZ
Indiana, LLC inspected. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the report. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.

BRIGHTSPEED DAMAGE CLAIMS

Mrs. Tharon Morgan, County Engineer, explained that she has received two claims from Brightspeed for damages
to the fiber lines. One claim is for $3,471.59 for damages on County Road 3149 North, 900 West. The other
claim is for $5,457.78 for damages on County Road 5825 South 550 East. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to
approve the payment of the claims. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

DRYWELLS \

Myis. Tharon Morgan, County Engineer, presented quotes for the installation of drywells at Dallas Lake, Westler
Lake and South Twin Lake. The quotes are from Sunrise Excavating LLC, in the amount of $3,0000 for each
drywell. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the quotes and to authorize the president to sing the quotes.
Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

BUTLER FAIRMAN & SEUFERT INC - PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PROPOSAL

Mrs. Tharon Morgan, County Engineer, presented a proposal from Butler Fairman & Seufert Inc. to perform a
multi-year pavement management program to rate each roadway segment for the extent and severity of surface
distresses. The cost for 2026 would be $40,000, and the cost for 2027 would be $4,200. Mr. Kevin Myers made
a motion to approve the quotes and to authorize the president to sign the quotes. Mr. Peter Cook seconded the
motion and it carried unanimously.

DECLARATION OF A LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY WITHIN LAGRANGE COUNTY

Mr. Bill Morr, Emergency Management Agency Director, presented a Declaration of a local disaster emergency
within LaGrange County, Indiana. On June 11, 2026 significant portions of LaGrange County were impacted or
threatened by severe weather storms, downed trees and power lines, and tornadic activity. Mr. Peter Cook made a
motion to approve the Declaration and to authorize the president to sign the Declaration. Mr. Kevin Myers
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY — PERMISSION TO APPLY FOR A GRANT

Mr. Bill Morr, Emergency Management Agency Director, would like permission to apply for a federal grant from
the Indiana Department of Homeland Security. The grant would be used to purchase a new % ton pickup truck to
pull the response trailer with and also some equipment for the truck. The grant would be for up to $150,000. Mr.
Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the request. Mr. Peter Cook seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.

EXTENSION EDUCATOR
Ms. Samantha Biernat introduced herself as the new LaGrange County 4-H Educator and Youth Development

Extension Educator.

COVERED BRIDGE CERTIFICATION

Mrs. Kathryn Hopper, County Auditor, presented the 2026 Covered Bridge Certification, certifying that there are
no covered bridges in LaGrange County. Mr. Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the certification. Mr. Peter
Cook seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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2027 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the proposed holiday schedule for 2027. Mr. Terry Martin seconded
the motion and it carried with Mr. Kevin Myers voting no.

New Year's Day Friday, January 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Monday, January 18
President's Day Monday, February 15
Good Friday Friday, March 26
Memorial Day Monday, May 31
Juneteenth Friday, June 18
Independence Day Monday, July 5
Labor Day Monday, September 6
Columbus Day Monday, October 11
Veteran's Day Thursday, November 11
Thanksgiving Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26
Christmas Friday, December 24
New Year’s Friday, December 31

JUNE 2026 FINANCIAL REPORT

Mrs. Kathryn Hopper, County Auditor, presented the financial statement for the month ending June 30, 2026, in
the amount of $62,816,823.36 and investments of $17,493,340.00. Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to accept the
report. Mr. Kevin Myers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE VOUCHERS
Mrs. Kathryn Hopper, County Auditor, presented the Accounts Payable Vouchers. Mr. Kevin Myers made a
motion to approve the vouchers. Mr. Peter Cook seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

MINUTES
Mr. Peter Cook made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2026 regular session. Mr. Kevin Myers
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

MEMORANDUM
Mr. Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the memorandum for the July 1, 2026 staff meeting and the July 1,
2026 executive session. Mr. Peter Cook seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
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CORRESPONDENCE

LaGrange County Treasurer — June 2026 report

LaGrange County Teen Court — 2" Quarter Report

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Receipt of Air Permit Application, Harmony Acres, 1565 W CR 300
South, Shipshewana, IN 46565, Permit No. 087-50468-00746

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice of Revocation, Miller Hardwoods Inc, 9005 W CR 375 N,
Shipshewana, IN 46565, Revocation of an existing permit, Permit No. 087-50433-00028

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice of Approval, Postle Operating LLC DBA Postle Aluminum
Company Postle Howe, 290 W 750 North, Howe, Indiana 46746, Permit No. 087-50268-00745

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice of Approval, Honeyville Metal LLC, 4200 South 900 West,
Topeka, IN 46571, Permit No. 087-50322-00041

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice of Registration Approval, Harmony Acres, 1565 W CR 300
South, Shipshewana, IN 46565, Permit No. 087-50468-00746

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice for Public Comment, D.A. Hochstetler & Sons, LLP,
MSOP No. M087-50182-0071

Indiana Department of Environmental Management — Notice for Public Comment, Clearspring Manufacturing, LLC,
FESOP No. F087-50103-00079

ADJOURNMENT
There being nothing further to come before the Board at this time, Mr. Kevin Myers made
and meet on any subsequent day necessary to carry on the business of the Board. 3

motion and upon roll call vote it carried unanimously.

otion to adjourn
seconded the

2,7- 7L
Peter A. Cook
Keyin R. Myérs /

ATTEST:

LaGrange Coulity Auditor



