LaGrange County Drainage Board Minutes
  Commissioner’s Room – 1st Floor County Office Building                          

A regular session of the LaGrange County Drainage Board was called to order by Benjamin Taylor at 8:30 A.M. on Wednesday, June 3rd, 2026.


Those Present Were:

Benjamin Taylor, Chair; Zachary Young, Vice Chair; Glen Bontrager, Member; Terry Bontrager, Member; Zach Holsinger, County Surveyor; Katherine Binkley, Secretary; Cory Stewart, Deputy Surveyor; Tony Manns, County Attorney; Tharon Morgan, County Engineer; Robbie Miller, Zoning Administrator; Amza Nemire, Congruex Representative; Ben Mannies, NIPSCO representative; Scott Zeigler, Hand to the Plow Surveying; Wayne Slabach, Landowner; Dale Chupp, representative for JO-NOR, LLC; Kyle Burchett; Tia Anderson 


Agenda:

Young moved to accept the agenda with flexibility.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Minutes:

Young motioned to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


[bookmark: _Hlk211506949]New Business:

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Wayne Slabach.  Slabach was present for questions.  He applied to place pasture fences on both sides of the Riley Case #53 ditch, expressing his intent to use the highway’s culvert as a crossing for his animals.  Tharon Morgan was present for questions and stated that she will need to visit the culvert and examine it.  The Board discussed.  Young motioned to table the application for the July meeting.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Scott Zeigler and Kevin Yoder.  Yoder applied to place a driveway on his property over the Barr #77 tile.  Zeigler was present for questions.  The Board discussed.  G. Bontrager motioned to approve the driveway.  Young seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

At 8:48 a.m. it was brought to the Board’s attention that there was no sound on the livestream and could not be remedied without further investigation. Per Manns’ counsel, the meeting continued.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for JO-NOR, LLC.  Holsinger stated that Chupp applied to place a culvert crossing across the S.S. Eash #13 ditch for his cattle.  An existing pipe is already there, but it is in excessively bad shape and needs replaced.  Dale Chupp was present for questions.  Holsinger expressed a need for a fence to keep the cattle out of the ditch.  The Board discussed.  Young motioned to approve the culvert crossing.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Holsinger presented eleven applications to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Congruex on behalf of Brightspeed, one on the Frank W. Hogue #68, two on the Hassel #232, two on the Frank Basset #56, two on the Clarence C. Deal #78, one on the Turkey Creek #219, one on the Charles Cochran #220, one on the Charles Hall #190, and one on the Mohman #238.  Amza Nemire was present for questions.  Holsinger expressed a desire to have a representative from Brightspeed present at future Drainage Board meetings.  The Board discussed.  G. Bontrager motioned to approve all eleven applications, with conditions to the two on Clarence C. Deal to move the work to the south side of the road, and conditions to the one each on Turkey Creek #219 and Charles Cochran #220 to be conscious of the deep depths of those ditches which might necessitate the work being aerial rather than underground, and to request that a Brightspeed representative be present at future meetings, in addition to their hired subcontractor.  Young seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for NIPSCO.  NIPSCO applied to place a new utility pole within the right-of-way of the Brandeberry #6 tile.  Ben Mannies was present for questions.  The Board discussed.  Young motioned to approve the application for the new utility pole.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for NIPSCO.  Holsinger stated that due to the urgency and nature of the work on the Francis #9 which requires road closures, he and Benjamin Taylor, the Drainage Board President, had already issued an emergency approval of the application.  The Board discussed.  Young motioned to approve the application.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Old Business:

Holsinger revisited implementing a penalty rate for permits issued after-the-fact.  Tony Manns stated that the drainage code allows for double rates to be imposed on those who did not go through the proper permitting process before encroaching in the drainage right-of-way.

Manns also stated that, concerning the watershed combination discussion, existing watersheds cannot be eliminated. 

Other Business:  

Holsinger presented the news that Cory Stewart, Deputy Surveyor, recently graduated from a watershed leadership program.  The Board expressed their congratulations.

Holsinger presented, for the Board’s consideration, a bid proposal from Engineering Resources, Inc. for work needed on the Barr #77 tile.  The Board is to review the proposal. 

Holsinger gave a report on the St. Joe River Basin Symposium he and Stewart attended.  In addition to valuable information learned about the regional area and the projects happening in it, there is also the potential for an Amazon data center to be located in the LaGrange County area. 

Manns mentioned a reminder to the Board that the Board’s duty is to protect the County’s drains. A temporary, easy-to-remove fence does not need a permit to encroach in a drain’s right-of-way, but a fence that cannot be easily removed would create undo cost to remove to allow for a drain to be serviced and kept functional.  He prompted the Board to consider deciding what a permanent versus a temporary fence will be defined as.

Young and Taylor are to attend the June County Council meeting to follow up on enforcing the livestock ordinance.

Kyle Burchett stated that the LaGrange County Soil and Water Conservation District has a program in place to potentially help landowners with the cost for fences. 

Next meeting date is Wednesday, July 8th at 8:30 AM.


Adjourn:

Young motioned to close the drainage board meeting for Wednesday, June 3rd, 2026, at 9:49 A.M.  G. Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
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