
LAGRANGE COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION 
MAY 12th, 2026 

 
THE LAGRANGE COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 
12TH, 2026 AT 6:00 PM. IN THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING WITH THE FOLLOWING AGENDA: 
CALL TO ORDER: Lynn Bowen called the Plan Commission meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL: Lynn Bowen, John Reffett, Kevin Myers, Zach Holsinger, Ethan Prough, Shannon Schrock, and 
Paul Yoder. 
INVITATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 
ADOPT AGENDA: Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the agenda. Ethan Prough seconded the motion. A 
vote was taken, motion carried.  
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Lynn Bowen made a motion to adopt the previous 
minutes. Ethan Prough seconded the motion. A vote was taken, motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
VACATION 

(Non-Public Hearing) 
BONTRAGER, FLOYD & SUEANNE~ By. Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-VAC-01) Clay Twp East., Sect. 
36, T37N R09E, zoned A-2. Located East of 1690 S 050 W., LaGrange. Application is vacate 10.48 +/- acres of 
the Cletus Bontrager Subdivision in the A-2 Zoning District.   

Robbie Miller explained the vacation in detail. 
Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) was present as the petitioner.  
Clayton spoke about transferring land and combining into one (vacate and combine). 
Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.  
Public comment was subsequently closed.  
Zachary Holsinger made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Lynn Bowen seconded the 
motion. 
A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 
 

(Non-Public Hearing) 
FRY, WILMA JEAN-TRUSTEE OF FRY FAMILY REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST~ By. Hand to the 
Plow Surveying (26-VAC-02) Clearspring Twp., Sect. 29, T36N R09E, zoned A-2. Located at 4685 W 700 S., 
Topeka. Application is vacate 3.05+/- acres of the Fry Acres Subdivision in the A-2 Zoning District.  

Robbie Miller explained the vacation in detail. 
Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) was present as the petitioner.  
Clayton spoke about vacating the property to combine parcels to eliminate property lines. 
Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.  
Public comment was subsequently closed.  
Zachary Holsinger made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Paul Yoder seconded the 
motion. 
A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 

 
SITE PLAN 

(Non-Public Hearing) 
HOCHSTETLER, MATTHEW & MARY ANN~ By. Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-SP-06) Van Buren 
Twp., Sect. 23, T38N R08E, zoned A-2. Located West of 7110 W 650 N., Shipshewana. Application is for a 
proposed 56’x112’ building for repurposing roofing shingles and a 12x14 motor room. 

Robbie Miller explained the site plan in detail. 
Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) was present along with the petitioner. Clayton explained 
the approved Land Use Variance and the business of shingle refurbishing and distributing. Lot 5 will be 
the area of development, will have a privacy fence and landscaping. The well is lot 4 with the Health 
Department’s approval. Will be minimizing shop to 24’, updated site plan is required. 



Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.  
Public comment was subsequently closed.  
The board discussed fencing and generator hours of operation (7am-2pm).  
Zachary Holsinger made a motion to approve the site plan pending an updated one be provided to 
Planning & Zoning. Kevin Myers seconded the motion. 
A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 

 
(Non-Public Hearing) 

INDIANA CUSTOM HOLDINGS LLC~KUNTRY KUSTROM RV/RICH SPECIALTY TRAILER~ By. 
Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-SP-11) Topeka Town Clearspring Twp., Sect. 31, T36N R09E, zoned I-2. 
Located at 423 S Main St., Topeka. Application is for a proposed 100’x150' shop extension for 
manufacturing of specialty trailers. 
 Robbie Miller explained the site plan in detail. 

Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) was present with the petitioner. Clayton explained this 
property was passed with the I-2 rezone recently, addition is for storage of outside storage, will add 
additional parking, privacy fence.    
Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there was one. 

1. Tina Grostefon (322 Harrison., Topeka) spoke about the light reducing from the parking lot and 
privacy fence. 

Public comment was subsequently closed.  
Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Zachary Holsinger seconded the 
motion. 

 A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 
 

(Non-Public Hearing) 
SUNRISE METAL SHOP~ By. Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-SP-15) Clearspring Twp., Sect. 09, 
T11N R09E, zoned A-2. Located at 3070 W 350 S., Shipshewana. Application is for a proposed 80’x200’ 
shop extension for a sheet metal fabrication business producing BBQ and syrup-processing equipment and 
other custom metal products, including onsite retail/wholesale sales and clear-coat finishing. 

Robbie Miller explained the site plan in detail. 
Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) was present with the petitioner.   
Clayton explained how the minor subdivision was recently approved, phase one will have the addition, 
stormwater detention, loading dock. Phase two will have a gravel drive expansion and landscape 
buffering.  
Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.  
Public comment was subsequently closed. 
The board discussed the property, phases and semi turnaround.  
Paul Yoder made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. John Reffett seconded the motion. 
A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 

 
(Non-Public Hearing) 

MELVIN & MARLA LEHMAN TRUST~YODER CORNER PANEL SALES~ By. Rob Yoder (26-
SP-16) Newbury Twp., Sect. 34, T37N R08E, zoned A-2. Located at 1185 S 900 W., Shipshewana. 
Application is for a proposed 30’x50’ & 36’x56’ addition to an existing wood panel laminating business. 
 Robbie Miller explained the site plan in detail.  

Rob Yoder (6155 N 775 W., Shipshewana) was present with the petitioner. Rob explained the 
warehouse/manufacturing addition, overhead doors for loading, unloading and the truck turnaround. Rob 
also spoke about stormwater, existing trees for buffering and drives. 
Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.  
Public comment was subsequently closed.  



The board discussed the detention area. 
Kevin Myers made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Paul Yoder seconded the motion. 

 A vote was taken: 7 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
COMMITTEE REPORTS / ZONING ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:  
OTHER BUSINESS:  Lynn Bowen spoke about data centers, B.E.S.S. interest in the County. Declare a 
“moratorium” in the date center for one year to declare an ordinance if necessary. Discuss the potential B.E.S.S. 
ordinance at June plan commission.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Zachary Holsinger made a motion to adjourn. Kevin Myers seconded the motion. A vote 
was taken, motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 
 
NOTICE STATEMENT 
The County of LaGrange does not illegally discriminate because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability, or age with regards to admission, participation, or treatment in its facilities, programs, activities, or services, 
as required by Title III and Title VI of the American Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and their related 
statutes, regulations, and directives.  The County has established an Anti-Discrimination Compliance Division to ensure compliance with these laws.  If you would like more information concerning the provisions of these laws 
and about the rights provided thereby, or if you have a suggestion on how the County can better meet the needs of persons protected thereby, please contact the Division at 300 E. Factory St., LaGrange, IN 46761 or by telephone 
at (260)499-6352. LAGRANGE COUNTY, INDIANA 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 


