LAGRANGE COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION
APRIL 14th, 2026

THE LAGRANGE COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON TUESDAY, APRIL
14TH, 2026 AT 6:00 PM. IN THE COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING WITH THE FOLLOWING AGENDA:
CALL TO ORDER: Lynn Bowen called the Plan Commission meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Lynn Bowen, Tyler Young, Kevin Myers, Zach Holsinger, Ethan Prough, Shannon Schrock,
Jeff Campos and Paul Yoder.

INVITATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:

ADOPT AGENDA: Tyler Young made a motion to approve the agenda. Ethan Prough seconded the motion. A
vote was taken, motion carried.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Lynn Bowen made a motion to adopt the previous
minutes. Ethan Prough seconded the motion. A vote was taken, motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
MAJOR SUBDIVISION

(Non-Public Hearing)

HIGH PERFORMANCE GOVERNMENT NETWORK ~SYCAMORE GROVE~ By. Lougheed &
Associates (24-SB-51) Topeka Town., Sect. 30, T36N RO9E, zoned U-1. Located East of 606 N Main St.,
Topeka. Application is for a proposed (77) seventy-seven-lot major subdivision amending the primary plat for
Sycamore Grove.

Christa McCormick explained the subdivision in detail.

Kevin McDermott (1009 S Hayley Rd) and Ryan Chasey from High Performance were present along

with the petitioner.

Kevin spoke of the second drive being an emergency access only and this is why they came back to Plan

Commission to present the drive. Kevin spoke on the drive not being an obvious drive for access but for

emergencies.

Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

The board discussed the proposed second drive.

No vote or motion was needed, Plan Commission wanted to see the second drive for safety purposes.

NEW BUSINESS
REZONE

(Public Hearing)

RHEINHEIMER, SHELDON & AUSTIN/INDIANA CUSTOM HOLDINGS LLC~ By. Hand to the Plow
Surveying (26-R-01) Topeka Town Twp., Sect. 31, T36N RO9E, zoned I-2. Located at 423 S Main St., Topeka.
Application is rezone 10.63+/- acres from S-1 & U-1 to the I-2 Zoning District.

Christa McCormick explained the rezone in detail.

Clayton Evans and Scott Zeigler (Hand to the Plow Surveying) were present with the petitioner. Scott

explained the two zonings being rezoned to I-2 to better accommodate the existing business.

The board discussed the existing business and outside storage.

Lynn Bowen asked if anyone was in favor, there were none. Lynn then asked if anyone was against,

there was one.

1. Tina Grostefon (322 S Harrison) spoke against the petitioner on property values, environmental
risks, traffic and safety, noise, lights, sleep disturbance and stress. Tina also spoke on air quality,
constant trash pickup from their yard.

Public comment was subsequently closed.
Scott and Clayton spoke on the concerns and said the site plan review of the petition will address most
of the concerns. The land cannot be farmed, and it does have an existing business since early 1980’s.



Sheldon Rheinheimer spoke on the expansion and how it will be used for most of the outside storage.
The board then discussed the rezone is the best route for the property.

Paul Yoder made a motion to give the petitioner a favorable recommendation to the Commissioners. Jeff
Campos seconded the motion.

A vote was taken: 8 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain

(Public Hearing)
TROYER,ALVIN & LEANNA~ By. Alvin Troyer (26-R-02) Clay Twp East., Sect. 12, T37N RO9E, zoned
A-2. Located at 0170 W 300 N., Howe. Application is to rezone 11 +/- from B-2 to A-2 Zoning District.
Christa McCormick explained the site plan in detail.
Alvin Troyer (0210 W 300 N., Howe) was present as the petitioner. Alvin explained how he just bought
the property and is not planning on developing anything on it other than residential.
Lynn Bowen asked if anyone was in favor, there were none. Lynn then asked if anyone was against,
there was one.

1. Tracy Yunker spoke against the petition and just wanted to know what was going on with the
property. What the change of the property would allow them to do.

2. Jill Curtis (105 W 300 NO spoke about why he was changing the A-2 zone and then spoke
about noise.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

The board discussed the rezone to Alvin’s property.

Jeff Campos made a motion to send the rezone to the Commissioners with a favorable recommendation.
Ethan Prough seconded the motion.

A vote was taken: 8 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain

SITE PLAN
(Non-Public Hearing)

BEECHY, SAMUEL & VERA~SIMPLY PAPER & SUPPLIES~ By. Rob Yoder (26-SP-08) Clay Twp.,
Sect. 35, T37N RO9E, zoned A-2. Located at 1920 W 100 S., LaGrange. Application is for a proposed 40'x60'
building with 8'x40' front porch with retail store for rubber stamp & paper supplies.

Christa McCormick explained the site plan in detail.

Sam Beechy (1920 W 100 S) was present with the petitioner.

The board discussed the nature of the business and when the property was bought. Material, floodplain

and weekly dumpster pick up was also discussed.

Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

Lynn Bowen made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Paul Yoder seconded the motion.

A vote was taken: 8 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain

(Non-Public Hearing)

BONTRAGER, ELSON & LEAH~PREMIER BULLDOG~ By. Midwest Land Surveying/Elson Bontrager
(26-SP-09) Van Buren Twp., Sect. 23, T38N RO8E, zoned A-2. Located at 7155 W Sr 120., Shipshewana.
Application is for a proposed 13°x37° Commercial Dog Breeding Facility (14 breeding females).

Christa McCormick explained the site plan in detail.

Elson Bontrager (7155 W Sr 120., Shipshewana) was present with the petitioner. Elson spoke on the

Commercial Dog Breeding Facility and selling on his property to buyers.

Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

The board discussed the site plan at length.

Zachary Holsinger made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Paul Yoder seconded the

motion.




A vote was taken: 8 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain

(Non-Public Hearing)

TROYER, NORMAN JAY & LORETTA~WOODTECH~ By. Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-SP-10)
Clay Twp., Sect. 01, T37N RO9E, zoned A-2. Located West of 0335 W 300 N., Howe. Application is for a
proposed 60'x120' building for custom furniture with showroom and future retail.

Christa McCormick explained the site plan in detail.

Scott Zeigler & Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) were present with the petitioner. Scott

spoke about the stormwater and drainage on the property. Clayton spoke about the business plan,

landscaping buffer, deliveries and runoff.

Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

The board discussed the furniture being produced on site (desks, cabinets, light stands etc).

Paul Yoder made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Jeff Campos seconded the motion.

A vote was taken: 8 Yes /0 No / 0 Abstain

(Non-Public Hearing)

LAGRANGE COMMUNITIES’ YOUTH CENTERS INC~ By. Hand to the Plow Surveying (26-SP-13)
Bloomfield Twp., Sect. 19, T37N R10E, zoned I-2. Located East of 0750 N 055 E., LaGrange. Application is
for a proposed installation of dog park (large and small), soccer field, pickleball court, shuffleboard and 72 new
parking spots with ingress/egress easement.

Christa McCormick explained the site plan in detail.

Scott Zeigler & Clayton Evans (Hand to the Plow Surveying) were present with the petitioner. Scott

spoke about the drainage and bio-swale, storing water and improving the water quality. Scott also spoke

on environmental aspects, visual appeal and how no structures are being proposed.

Lynn Bowen asked for public comment on the non-public item, there were none.

Public comment was subsequently closed.

Jim Sheffield (0230 E 090 N) spoke on the pickleball courts being a positive thing for the community.

Scott VanDerbeck spoke about why he started the LCYC project and how much the community needed

it, wanted to honor Phil Spreuer and build a nice community. It takes private and community funding.

The board discussed adding a crosswalk for safety reasons.

Mervin Schwartz (120 S 100 E) spoke about the crosswalk and being in favor of the petition, look into

funding for the crosswalk.

Paul Yoder made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. Tyler Young seconded the motion.
A vote was taken: 8 Yes / 0 No / 0 Abstain

COMMUNICATIONS:
COMMITTEE REPORTS / ZONING ADMINISTRATORS REPORT:
OTHER BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT: Lynn Bowen made a motion to adjourn. Ethan Prough seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

NOTICE STATEMENT

The County of LaGrange does not illegally discriminate because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, disability, or age with regards to admission, participation, or treatment in its facilities, programs, activities, or services,
as required by Title IIT and Title VI of the American Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and their related
statutes, regulations, and directives. The County has established an Anti-Discrimination Compliance Division to ensure compliance with these laws. If you would like more information concerning the provisions of these laws
and about the rights provided thereby, or if you have a suggestion on how the County can better meet the needs of persons protected thereby, please contact the Division at 300 E. Factory St., LaGrange, IN 46761 or by telephone
at (260)499-6352. LAGRANGE COUNTY, INDIANA

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION



