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Attracting Monarchs to your residential landscape

By Leslie Arnold

This month, the native landscaping at my home is being renovated by a local, professional landscaping company. |
could (and may) write a book on all of the lessons I’ve learned about creating a successful native landscape. When we
purchased the home the landscaping was a hodge-podge of the traditional Hoosier choices of hostas, lilies, tulips,
daffodils, and a random cactus. Originally, my goals for a native landscape were to attract butterflies, be visually
interesting all four seasons, and showcase native blooms. Over the past five years, | have most definitely succeeded in
attracting pollinators but the plants have become an unruly (and unsightly) jungle. | am excited for a change. | have
challenged the landscape designer to create a plant list that is 80% native. The original list he proposed was the exact
opposite. My original goals still remain the same. But, applying what I’ve learned, and the veteran eye of a professional,
already feels like a step in the right direction for successful, sustainable native landscaping.

With residential landscaping on my mind this fall, | thought | would
look for any information about plants and organization practices
that might help all of us to attract and aid pollinators at our homes.
Karen Oberhauser, the retired director of the UW-Madison
Arboretum, Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, as well as Aster
Hasle and Karen Klinger from the Field Museum in Chicago, co-
authored a journal research article about the positive characteristics g
of successful urban gardens that attract Monarchs. They provided a
recipe for success based on field observations by community
scientists in the Chicago metro area. They observed what plants and
what plant arrangements resulted in the highest number of
Monarch eggs. | summarized the highlights of their findings here.

Above: Monarch

e Common milkweed was present in the majority of the patches. ) )
Photo credit: Steven Etheridge
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Among patches that contained Common milkweed, “86% ob Manistee National Forest, M

served eggs, while 60% of patches without.” Since this is the 9/2024
most common host plant in North America, it makes sense that
the majority of the Monarchs from Mexico would have been Steve did report seeing several “on the wing” while

born and raised on this species of milkweed. camping and traveling.



Monarchs cont’d.

Patches that were at least 5 years old contained the most eggs. The number of milkweed plants within the patch
increased the chances of more eggs seen.

e Patches that observed the most eggs also had more blooming flower species nearby. This suggests that female
Monarchs will stick around and lay more eggs if there is a large diversity of nector nearby. Purple Coneflower and
Black-eyed Susan were the top in abundance.

e Have different species of blooming plants blooming at different times. This creates a lasting food supply through
several seasons.

e Patches with the largest number of eggs had more than one species of milkweed present. The second most popular
was Swamp milkweed.

To summarize, if you would like to attract Monarchs (and other pollinators) be sure to plant Common milkweed in
dense patches. Adding a second milkweed will only increase your odds. Make sure you have plenty of native blooming
flowers nearby for the females to find easy nector and encourage them to stay. | know when we go on our vacations,
our favorite hotels have a Cracker Barrel within line of sight. Finally, be patient. As the years pass by your odds of find-
ing Monarch eggs may increase.

The journal article does acknowledge that Common milkweed can be a pain to grow in a flower bed/patch due to its
ability to spread like wildfire and its billy goat stubbornness. That’s my comparison, not the article’s. Common
milkweed can be just as impossible to remove as thistle. So, the article does encourage us to assess our garden space
and pick a milkweed that will work best for the amount of space we have and the amount of time we have.
Remember, even the patches that did not contain Common milkweed, but another kind instead, still had eggs, just not
as many. Doing even a little something is really good! Residential landscaping can help create literal patches of food
and safety across the land and give pollinators the help they need.

As Kevin Costner once said in a movie that was clearly a giant metaphor for helping pollinators, “If you build it, they will
come.” (Side note - one of my biggest travel regrets is driving through the backroads of lowa to find the Effigy Mound,
passing the sign for the Field of Dreams, and not following it.)

To read the full journal article:
Hasle A, Klinger K., Oberhauser K. “Characteristics of urban milkweed gardens that influence monarch butterfly egg
abundance.” Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution, Volume 12, 30 July 2024.

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/ecology-and-evolution/articles/10.3389/fevo.2024.1444460/full

Karen Oberhauser contributed an article for the September 2023 edition of “The Lonely Satyr.” Thank you Karen for
your many contributions to Monarch research. Congratulations on your retirement from public service.



Summer & Fall Sightings

Right: Giant Swallowtail

Photo credit: Ron Schmidt
Trine State Recreation Area, IN
9/2024

Right: Lace-winged Roadside-Skipper
Photo credit: John Michael Durback
Falls of the Ohio S.P., IN

9/2/2024

John Michael also reported:
9/1/2024

Dainty & Cloudless Sulphurs
Otto Armleder Memorial Park
Cincinnati, OH




Summer & Fall Sightings

Right: Swamp Metalmark

Photo credit: John Michael Durback
Southern Indiana

9/2/2024

John Michael also reports:
9/1/2024

Carolina Satyr

Chilo Lock 34 Park, Cincinnati, OH

9/20/2024
Ocola Skipper
Englewood Metropark, Dayton, OH

Right: Pipevine Swallowtail

Photo credit: Joe Pounds

Near Chain O’ Lakes S.P., Noble Co., IN
9/28/2024




Community Calendar

Contact the event host prior to traveling to make sure it’s not cancelled.

Saturdays, October 5, 12, 19, 26

12:00 - 4:00pm

Volunteer Seed Collection

Blue Heron Ministries, 2955 W Orland Rd., Angola, IN, 46703

Meet at the Presbyterian Chapel of the Lakes (address above), and car-

pool to the collection location. Email johnbrittenham@gmail.com with
questions.

Saturday, October 12

10:00am - Noon

Volunteer Woody Invasives Removal

Lindenwood Nature Preserve, 600 Lindenwood Ave., Ft. Wayne, IN
Indiana Native Plant Society annual shrub removal. Wear long pants,
closed-toe shoes, bring work gloves, drinking water.

https://indiananativeplants.org/2024/northeast-chapter-events-
activities-2/

Monday, October 14

2:00-4:00pm

Volunteer Seed Collection

Merry Lea Learning Center, 2388 S 500 W, Albion, IN, 46701

Come prepared to hike off trail. Long pants, close-toed shoes, gloves,
hats, water recommended. freyakb@goshen.edu to RSVP

Thursday, October 24

5:00 - 6:30pm

Volunteer Seed Collection Workday

Wing Haven Preserve, 180 W 400 N, Angola, IN, 46703

ACRES Land Trust Preserve. All equipment is provided. Long pants and
closed-toe shoes highly recommended. Space is limited. RSVP by Oct. 22

Sightings Reported

Dorcas Norton

Orland, IN

Raised and released 30 Monarchs in August &
September. She also gave 10 Monarch
caterpillars to others to raise.

Leslie Arnold

9/3/24, Lake City Bank, Kendallville, IN
Painted Lady

Red-spotted Purple

Peck’s Skipper

9/11/24, Pretty Lake, LaGrange Co., IN
2 Sliver-spotted Skippers

Cabbage White

Peck’s Skipper

Pearl Crescent

9/21/24, Pretty Lake, LaGrange Co., IN
American Lady

Monarch

Bronze Copper

to 260-637-2273 or email outreach@acreslandtrust.org.

Wednesday, October 30

2:00 - 4:00pm

Volunteer Seed Collection

Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center

Luckey’s Landing, 2300 S Stone St., Albion, IN 46701

Come prepared to hike out to Luckey Prairie. Long pants, close-toed
shoes, gloves, hats, water recommended. freyakb@goshen.edu to RSVP

(No endorsement or discrimination of specific events or vendors on this
community calendar is intended or implied.)

Please seek permission o use any photos
in this newsletter. Butterflies make you
work for them, so reward dedication!

To subscribe and submit, contact:
Leslie A. Arnold, Volunteer Naturalist

leslie@forestteacher.org

260-854-2225 LaGrange
0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, County
Parks

IN, 46795

and recreation




