LaGrange County Drainage Board Minutes
  Commissioner’s Room – 1st Floor County Office Building                          

A regular session of the LaGrange County Drainage Board was called to order by Ben Taylor at 8:30 A.M. on Wednesday, January 7th, 2026.

Those Present Were:
Ben Taylor, Chair; Zachary Young, Member; Kevin Myers, Member; Glen Bontrager, Member; Zach Holsinger, County Surveyor; Cory Stewart, Deputy Surveyor; Tony Manns, County Attorney; Tharon Morgan, County Engineer; Jon Lawyer, Metro Subcontractor Regional Manager; Robbie Miller; Ben Mannies, NIPSCO Rep.; Henry Yoder; Richard Yoder; Scott Zeigler, Hand to the Plow

Agenda:
Myers moved to accept the agenda with flexibility.  Young seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Minutes:
Young motioned to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.  Myers seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

New Business:
[bookmark: _Hlk211506949]Board had election of officers.  Taylor made a motion to appoint Young to Vice Chair.  Young made a motion for Taylor to remain Chair.  Myers seconded the motions.  The motions carried unanimously. 

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for NIPSCO.  Holsinger stated that a service line was established without completion of due process prior to installation.  He deferred to Ben Mannies, NIPSCO Representative, who was present.  Mannies stated that the permit was applied and paid for, but no representatives stood before the board for approval before the project was completed.  No anomalies were reported during or after completion, therefore they presume the tile remains intact.  The Board discussed.  Myers motioned to approve an after-the-fact permit, with an understanding that NIPSCO will be responsible if damages from the incident are discovered in the future.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for NIPSCO.  Holsinger stated that NIPSCO is retiring an aerial line and boring a new line.  Young made a motion to approve.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Holsinger presented an update on the application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Wyman & Edna Miller.  Holsinger stated that the landowner hired a contractor, at the request of the Board, to expose the tile and establish whether the building encroached on the drain right-of-way.  It was discovered that the building will not be in the right-of-way.  Holsinger stated that the landowner had already paid $500 for the permit, which is not necessary for the project.  The Board discussed.  Young made a motion to approve a refund for the permit fee.  Myers seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for MCC Network/Verizon.  Holsinger stated that MCC Network are proposing a fiber run that will cross a drain.  Holsinger stated that the proposed work, if done on the west side of the road, may present complications, as well as that there are two private drains that are at risk of being damaged.  Jon Lawyer, Metro/MCC Network Representative was present for questions.  The Board discussed.  Young made a motion to approve the MCC Network/Verizon fiber optic boring, provided the sections between 200N and 300N are located on the east side of the road, and MCC Network must contact the LaGrange County Surveyor’s Office within one week of contracting and/or completing the job of the fiber optic line.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Wilbur Schlabach. Holsinger stated that the landowner would like to build a woodshop and would like to connect a large outlet to the regulated drain. Holsinger expressed concerns about overtaxing the capacity of the drain, which has experienced a significant increase in use as the land has been developed over the years. Scott Zeigler, Hand to the Plow was present for questions. The Board discussed. Taylor made a motion to approve the application, under the conditions that the crossing for the connection is extended, the manholes are open-bottom manholes, and the pipes going to the ditch are perforated. Young seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Holsinger presented an application to encroach into the drainage right-of-way for Richard Yoder. Scott Zeigler, Hand to the Plow was present for questions and stated that Yoder would like to connect two outlets for a stormwater system to the ditch. The Board discussed. Young made a motion to approve the application. Myers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Old Business:

Tony Manns emailed the new Establishment Information and Utilities Right of Way Verbiage to the Board. To give the Board time to review the memo, the discussion was tabled for the February meeting. 

Other Business:  

Holsinger presented the following bids for the #180 Sam Miller Phase III project: Mervin Yoder - $124,950.00, Adam Castle - $74,950.00 and Gilberts - $90,364.00.  Young made a motion to award the bid to Adam Castle in the amount of $74,950.00.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Holsinger presented the following bids for the #13 Eash Ditch project: Mervin Yoder - $16,750.00, Adam Castle - $10,050.00 and Gilberts - $17,500.00.  Young made a motion to award the bid to Adam Castle in the amount of $10,050.00.  Bontrager seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Next meeting date is Wednesday, February 4th at 8:30 AM.

Adjourn:
Myers motioned to close the drainage board meeting for Wednesday, January 7th, 2026, at 9:30 A.M.  Young seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
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